A. Chat Rooms

1.  A place where users can communicate in real time

 
2.  Some people are obnoxious, mean, and dangerous

· Use bad language

· Say mean things about people, their race, and religion

· Are looking for ways to hurt people, especially young people


3.  Chat Room Defense

· Never give out personal or identifying information (telephone #, address, last name, or information about your school and when you are alone.

· Never give out your passwords or account numbers, even if asked for what seems like legitimate reasons.

· Tell your parents, teacher, or an adult if someone is trying to get you to meet you or is being nasty or obscene. 


4. Email (electronic mail over the Internet)

· Use the same rules as with chat rooms.

· If researching at school or at home, check with an adult before you send an email, so that everything is safe.

B.  Inappropriate material  


1.  The web is uncensored.


2.  Parents and Teachers are concerned about what you might find.


3.  Filtering systems - active - updated regularly

· They keep you from going places you shouldn’t.

· They are not fool-proof.

· You can find bad things accidentally.




a. Leave immediately or tell a teacher




b. Don’t try to get around the system




c. There are consequences for those who try.

· The system tracks what you do.

· What you are doing can be observed.

C.  Etiquette


1. Don’t type in CAPITAL letters  - It is the same as SHOUTING.


2. Be Polite - Use “please,” “excuse me,” and “thank you” as necessary.

D.  Internet Credibility


1. Evaluating an Internet Source
· Five Traditional Ways to Evaluate a Source


        

1. Accuracy - How reliable (credible) and free from error is the   




information?


      

2. Authority - What are the author’s qualifications? What is the  




reputation of the publisher or organization?


         

3. Objectivity - Is the information as factual as possible (not biased),




showing all sides of the issue or subject?


          

4. Up-to-date- Is the information as timely as possible? Is there a     



publication date?


           

5. Completeness - Is the subject explored completely – nothing




missing?
